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Inspired by the Pompidou Centre in Paris, the URban noMAD exposes

its structure and services in a highly intentional way, to demonstrate
the value of transparency and tactility in design. This design
philosophy emphasizes the importance of authenticity in all aspects
of life. Cultural heritage is one such aspect that requires utmost
honesty as it not only represents Malaysia’s identity but also
perpetuates the nation’s global presence as a frontrunner in cultural
tourism. It is crucial that Malaysia’s vibrant heritage remains
unadulterated and tangible to all, as it ensures the nation’s
evergreen global reputation
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Situated on the south of the Masjid Jamek LRT
Station along Lebuh Ampang, the selected site
is an open-air carpark that serves mainly the
workers in nearby office buildings including
Wisma Maran, Menara OCB, Wisma Hamzah
Kwong Hing, & Menara Pacific Place, as well
as visitors of nearby shophouses and LRT riders.

The site is sandwiched between an old-timey

shop lot on the northeast, and the Cosmo "y,
Hotel Kuala Lumpur on the southwest. The -
duality of this site context creates contrasting ~
experiences throughout the day with high
exposure to the morning and mid-day sun
given the lack of shade from the low-rise shop
lot, and low exposure to the afternoon and
evening sun blocked by the high-rise Cosmo

NGGUNG Hotel.

Ahbition H(-]-”-_ The site is accessed mainly through Lebuh

Ampang, a one-way road heading northeast. y.
Throughout the day, traffic flow ranges from / /
moderate to heavy with recurring congestions

during peak office hours. Pedestrian fraffic is y
- == moderate with most pedestrians originating

from surrounding office buildings walking to

nearby eateries during lunch and dinner hours.

The path in front of the site is also frequented

by workers who commute to work via public

fransport.

The chosen site is highly strategic in terms of
accessibility, location, and infrastructure, with
relatively walkable paths connecting the site to
key nodes including the Masjid Jamek LRT

station on the north, the River of Life on the
west, Sultan Abdul Samad Jamek Mosque on
the northwest, and the Central Market on the
south.
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URban noMAD
A Modular Sanctuary inKuala Lumpur

Situated near Kuala Lumpur's Masjid Jamek LRT, URban noMAD is a dynamic
accommodation tailored for urban hustlers and travelers. The architecture bridges
contemporary and fraditionalist ideologies, establishing a rigid, modular framework
that deliberately yields to moments of organic respite. The upper mass adheres to
a strict structural grid, utilizing repurposed shipping containers as modular housing
within a robust |-beam framework. This efficient layout maximizes comfort,
infegrates sunlight and vibrant house plants, and supports future vertical
expansion. To shield residents from city noise, the grid is elevated on an 8-meter
podium, preserving the ground level for public parking. Above, the podium
transforms into a secluded public square featuring a multipurpose communal
court. Beneath the stilted containers, a semi-open space introduces a stark, playful
contrast. Here, the grid's monotony is broken by organic, spherical pods hosting
workshops and events across two levels. This Orchl’rec’rurol departure provides a
vital moment of pause and comfort. Accessi ’Ne sweepmg front ramp and
rear lifts, URban noMAD mastertf
with the essential need for com
Ultimately, URban noMAD stand
yurban living.

ign, and res’roro’rive pause.
rint for the future culture of
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SECTION A — A

Sustainability,
A Guiding Principle

At URban noMAD, sustainability is not merely an
afterthought, it is the guiding narrative of the
architecture. The building breathes through
carefully placed fenestrations that invite
abundant light and natural venftilation, while
lush, vibrant landscaping acts as a dynamic,
living brise-soleil. Embracing the ethos of
adaptive reuse, repurposed shipping containers
are elevated through thoughtful interior
curation to provide a sanctuary of modern
comfort. The building's energy footprint is
actively mitigated by solar panels elegantly
integrated into the rear facade, serving a dual
purpose by casting cooling shadows over the
corridors. Reaching upward, the repurposed
tower crane hosts twin wind turbines that
capture the monsoon breezes, transforming
natural elements into tangible energy. To
complete this self-sustaining ecosystem,

a rainwater harvesting system nourishes

the surrounding softscapes and

communal herb garden, ensuring

every drop is utilized

with purpose. '
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